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The Council Rock Board of School Directors met in public session on December 18, 2014 at the 
Chancellor Center, 30 N. Chancellor Street, Newtown, PA.  The following persons were in attendance: 
 
BOARD MEMBERS:   ADMINISTRATORS: 
Mr. Andy Block, President  Mr. Mark Klein, Superintendent 
Mr. Richard Abramson, Esq.,   Mr. Barry Desko, Director of Secondary Education  
   Vice President   Dr. Charles Lambert, Director of Special Services 
Mrs. Denise Brooks   Mrs. Joy McClendon, Director of Elementary Education 
Dr. Bill Foster    Mr. Robert Reinhart, Director of Business Affairs & Board 
Mr. Jerold Grupp        Treasurer 
Mrs. Kyle McKessy (left early)  Mrs. M. Christine Trioli, Director of Human Resources 
Mrs. Wendy Thomas   Mr. Matthew Frederickson, Director of Information Technology 
Mrs. Patricia C. Vaccaro-Sexton  Mr. Douglas Taylor, Supervisor of Operations 
      
BOARD MEMBER(S) ABSENT: OTHERS:  Approximately 47 persons from the public, staff  
Mr. Mark Byelich   and press 
 
SECRETARY:  Ms. Kapua A. Rice SOLICITOR:  Robert Cox, Esq. 
 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Mr. Block asked those in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Conducted by Ms. Derham, the 6th Grade Band Ensemble from Churchville Elementary School and 
Goodnoe Elementary School played the National Anthem, followed by Winter Wonderland.  
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m. by Mr. Block.  The meeting was recorded by the Council 
Rock School District and was broadcast “live” in all five municipalities. 
 
Superintendent’s Report 
Mr. Klein introduced Mitchell Smedley, a 6th grader at Maureen M. Welch Elementary School, to speak 
about his project to make braille books available for the blind in local libraries.  Mitchell, his friends and 
others in the community are working to change things in Bucks County for blind students.  His family, 
classmates at Maureen M. Welch Elementary, Northampton Library, Council Rock and Bucks County 
Intermediate Unit, are working together to get braille books into the libraries.  They have already created 
20 twin-vision books—books in braille and print.  Everyone is invited to come to Northampton Library 
on Martin Luther King Day to observe students from Maureen M. Welch 6th grade class catalog the first 
100 books in the children’s braille collection and for its grand opening on February 7, 2015.   
 
Mr. Klein introduced honored guests, Suzanne Loftus and Maryanne Malicious.  Ms. Loftus reported on 
their activities and efforts to encourage the use of technology in elementary schools.  The Elementary 
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Media Festival is scheduled to be held on June 2nd at Newtown Middle School.  The winner of the 2014 
Promotional Design Contest, Farah Khatri, was presented with a Certificate.   
 
Mr. Klein noted that the holiday school schedule is posted on the website.  Tuesday, December 23rd, is the 
last day of school for students K-12.  Council Rock schools will be closed from Wednesday, December 
24th to Sunday, January 4, 2015.  Schools will re-open for all students on Monday, January 5, 2015.   
Offices will be open during the holidays; however, people should check-in with the elementary, middle or 
high school offices or at Chancellor Center to make sure there is holiday coverage. 
 
Mr. Klein commended the Choirs from CR North and CR South.  Holiday concerts took place this week 
and many commented on their outstanding performance.  Both Music Directors were congratulated for 
their work. 
 
Mr. Klein reported that the Council Rock Education Foundation Teacher Appreciation Program is 
approaching.  If anyone would like to recognize a teacher or staff member, please consider making a 
contribution to the CREF.  Anyone can designate a teacher or staff member to be recognized over this 
holiday season.  A beautiful, student designed card will be sent to the teacher/staff member 
acknowledging his/her gift and appreciation for their efforts.  All donations are invested back into Council 
Rock to support innovative educational programs.  More information about this program may be found at 
www.creducationfoundation.org. 
 
Mr. Klein reported that Council Rock Education Week will be held from January 20-23 2015.  There will 
be a combination of classroom visitations and school workshops over that period of time.  Individual 
schools will announce their schedule through web postings and the Listserv.   
 
On behalf of everyone from CRSD, Mr. Klein wished everyone a happy holiday, safe and healthy New 
Year. 
 
Public Comment 
John Rasiej, Wrightstown, PA, commented on the minutes being prepared and the accurate reflection of 
his comments on November 20th.  He was in favor of reforming the Policy Committee and having 
meetings at which the public can express their needs and opinions regarding policy.  He asked that the 
Committee review Policy No. 620, Maintenance of Fund Balance, 1/20/14 REV.  As mentioned at the last 
meeting, the unreserved fund balance was 4% and if it went over 5% the Administration could make 
recommendations to the Board to use these funds for capital projects.  Last year the policy was amended 
to maintain a fund balance of 5%.  The amount in excess of 5% which could be used for capital projects 
remained unchanged.  With the change in policy, there is no leeway.  Taxpayers should not be put in a 
position where money is automatically moved into capital projects.  He would like to have the original 
policy reinstated.     
 
Jennifer Igual, Newtown, PA, thanked everyone for their work over the past couple of years and noted 
that the small turnout from Wrightstown is a direct reflection of the community’s commitment to their 
children.  The children are participating in a school play.  She and a majority of Wrightstown residents 
vocally oppose the removal of modulars without a longer term plan.  Relocating 5th and 6th graders to 
Newtown Elementary is not in the best interest of the students.  It makes sense to sustain the status quo to 
consider a longer term solution such as 5th and 6th grade centers districtwide or full redistricting that fully 
addresses the overall objectives of capital planning with respect to creating efficiencies.  Limiting 
Wrightstown to a K-4 school will have a negative impact on students.  If Mr. Klein’s recommendation 
continues to be that a portion of Wrightstown Elementary needs to be moved, the option of moving K-1 
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vs. 5th and 6th graders would be easier and will retain the culture and overall spirit of the Wrightstown 
Elementary School.    
 
Jason Funk, Wrightstown, PA, thanked everyone, including Mr. Klein.  He quoted a portion of the 
“Vision” of Elementary School in Council Rock.   
 

Community.  The success of elementary schools is specifically connected to the sense of 
community that each school occupies within its attendance boundaries …. This “Community” 
aspect is an important part of EVERY school in Council Rock.   
 
This aspect of our elementary schools is best developed through longevity within the school.  
That is, a K-6 structure builds better connections than a K-5 or K-4 model because of the 
longevity of the elementary school experience.   

 
The District emphasized EVERY school.  The Administration is now proposing to make Wrightstown 
Elementary a K-4 school.  This disparity and inconsistency with the “Vision” is a disservice to the 
constituents.  On October 23rd, Mrs. Brooks stated that “the issue for Wrightstown Elementary School-- 
some said put an addition on it.  If that school could be renovated to a school that was actually an efficient 
size that would be worthy to talk about but that school can never be any bigger than what it is now.”  
Understanding that, in fact, that is not the case and understanding that it was someone specifically from 
the Board who stated that talking about it would be something worthy of talking about, he questioned 
why the Board was not talking about it. 
 
Nancy Carroll Newtown, PA, will continue to talk about trailers until they are removed.  With a decline in 
enrollment, the trailers can be removed.  In 1993/94, there were two different schools with different start 
times.  Goodnoe Elementary School transported the students by bus.  There were 8 sections of 2nd graders 
and every other grade had 6 sections or more at Chancellor Center.  Trailers were needed at that time.  
She served on the committee who recommended the closure of Wrightstown Elementary School.  The 
Schrader report indicates that only 200 students can fit in Wrightstown Elementary if the trailers are 
removed.  It is the Administration’s responsibility to do what’s best for the District.  
 
Consent Agenda 
After discussion, Consent Item C “Approval of Bucks County Tax Map Parcel No. 05-035-058 OR 280 
Red Cedar Drive, Levittown, PA 19055 Resolution” was removed from consideration.  The resolution 
was prepared by Bucks County Schools Intermediate Unit #22 (IU) and Mr. Cox recommended that the 
resolution be amended to include a provision to reimburse IU for demolition work.  Mr. Klein stated that 
the resolution, as amended, will be resubmitted to the Board for its review and approval.    
 
A. Approval of Minutes 

• November 6, 2014 
• November 20, 2014 

B. Approval of Waivers of Expulsion Hearing Agreements 
C. Approval of Bucks County Tax Map Parcel No. 05-035-058 OR 280 Red Cedar Drive, Levittown, PA 

19055 Resolution  (REMOVED FROM CONSIDERATION)  
D. Approval of Special Services Agreements 

• Settlement Agreement EB 
• Tinicum Art and Science 
• Placement of Lifeworks – Foundations Placement Agreements (2) 

E. Approval of Deputizing Tax Collectors 
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F. Approval of Natural Gas and Electric Generation Prices 
G. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 
H. Approval of: 

• General Fund        $2,037,138.81 
• General Fund – Payroll       $8,933,663.85 
• Capital Reserve        $     76,678.99 
• Capital Projects        $   450,888.90 
• Food Service        $   727,464.29 
• Self Insurance Fund       $   177,152.87 
• Student Activities Fund       $   287,388.54 

I. Approval of the following additions, deletions, changes, exonerations and refunds to various tax 
duplicates:  Additions:  Occupation Tax $34,720.00; Personal Per Capita Tax $2,440.00; 
Adjustments:  Occupation Tax: $(24,510.00); Personal & Per Capita Tax:  ($1,620.00); Refunds: Real 
Estate Tax:  $6,946.83; Occupation Tax:  $1,159.20; Personal/Per Capita Tax:  $21.00.  

 
Mrs. McKessy moved to approve the Consent Agenda, Items A-B and D-I as listed above, subject to 
audit, and Mrs. Thomas seconded the motion. 
 
Discussion ensued on Item B, Approval of Waivers of Expulsion Hearing Agreements.  Mr. Grupp was 
concerned about the Board exceeding its authority by requiring a student to complete a program before 
returning to school.  It was noted that students who are expelled do not necessarily have to attend the 
Twilight Program.  Mr. Cox was of the opinion that the Board could vote on these documents since these 
agreements are between the School District and the parents.  The Board can enforce the provisions of 
these agreements because the parents are knowingly entering into these agreements in exchange for 
something of value i.e. the students are able to return to the School District.  Mr. Cox further stated that 
CRSD could permanently expel these students.  However, the School District is obligated to find a way to 
educate these students if they are unable to receive an education on their own.  Mr. Klein noted that the 
sentence referring to the Twilight Program will be struck from the agreements and the parents will be 
advised that the Twilight Program is available should their child choose to attend this program. 
 
The Board approved said motion by a vote of 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain.  Mr. Grupp voted in favor of all 
items with the exception of Item B.  Note:  Mr. Byelich was not present.     
 
Items for Board Approval 
Personnel Actions and EDRPP 
Mrs. Sexton moved to approve the Personnel Actions and EDRPP and Mrs. Brooks seconded the motion.   
 
Mr. Klein recommended that Timothy Keddie be appointed Assistant Principal at Newtown Middle 
School and Mr. Desko reviewed and discussed the interview process.       
 
Mr. Grupp questioned whether the services offered under the Extra Duty Responsibility Pay Program 
(EDRPP) should be based on the number of students attending each school.  EDRPP should be restricted 
as schools get smaller in size.   
 
Messrs. Klein and Desko have met with Mr. Grupp to review and discuss his concerns.  The specific 
purpose of the EDRPP and the strategic plan is to keep the extracurricular activities as broad as possible 
to allow students to participate in after school activity.  Every high school should have an equalized 
opportunity for kids to have these programs.  Mrs. Thomas agreed that the same extracurricular activities 
should be offered at both high schools. 
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Mrs. Sexton did not think the District should expend any funds on extracurricular activities that are not 
part of a lifelong activity or does not support lifelong health.  Sports e.g. football should be paid by 
families whose children want to play football.  She would rather have the money go towards the debate 
team, track or swimming.  She would like to see more EDRPP funding for art and music.  
 
The Board approved the Personnel Actions and the EDRPP by a vote of 7 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstains.  Mr. 
Grupp voted against.  The Personnel Actions Report dated December 18, 2014 is attached hereto as 
Appendix A and by this reference incorporated as if set forth in full herein.  Note:  Mr. Byelich was not 
present.   
 
Mr. Klein congratulated Mr. Keddie on his appointment.  Mr. Keddie looks forward to working with 
faculty and staff and returning to Council Rock.  He thanked the Board, Messrs. Klein and Desko, and the 
selection committee.   
 
Mr. Klein noted that Ms. Terry Stoertz, who is retiring at the end of December, will be missed.      
 
Approval of Early Graduation Applications from Council Rock High School North and South 
Mrs. Brooks moved to approve the Early Graduation Applications contingent upon each applicant 
meeting his/her specified requirements in Mathematics, Science, English, Social Studies, Health and 
Physical Education, as well as the successful completion of their Graduation Project and Mrs. McKessy 
seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion by unanimous consent.  
Note:  Mr. Byelich was not present. 
 
Approval of Wheel Chair Accessible Van Bid #14-48 
Description: Wheel Chair Accessible Van meeting minimum standards and equipment listed on the  
  bid proposal. 
Award/Cost:  Rohrer School & Commercial Bus Sales/$37,880.00 
 
Mr. Grupp moved to award Wheel Chair Accessible Van Bid #14-48 to Rohrer School and Commercial 
Bus Sales at a total cost not to exceed $37,880.00 subject to audit and Mrs. McKessy seconded the 
motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion by unanimous consent.  Note:  Mr. 
Byelich was not present. 
 
Mr. Grupp thanked Messrs. Lambert and Pinheiro, Transportation Manager, for their efforts. 
 
Mrs. McKessy excused herself from the meeting at 8:40 p.m. 
 
Approval of the Purchase of Nine (9) Passenger Student Van 
The Administration recommended the approval of the purchase of a nine (9) passenger student van to 
replace the oldest vehicle used by the Transportation Department.  
 
Dr. Foster moved to approve the purchase of a 2015 GMC Savana Nine (9) Passenger Van from Penske 
GMC, at a total cost not to exceed $27,738.00, such price set by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s 
COSTARs contract, subject to audit, and Mrs. Brooks seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the 
Board approved said motion by unanimous consent.  Note:  Mr. Byelich and Mrs. McKessy were not 
present. 
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Approval of Policy Committee Charter 
Mr. Klein presented a copy of the charter for review and consideration.  A brief discussion ensued on the 
publication of meetings.   

Dr. Foster stated that the proposed policy as written is fine since he does not envision many public 
meetings during the first half of the year primarily due to matters being presented to the Board for its 
review and approval i.e. school budget, appointment of a new superintendent, contract negotiations and 
capital planning.  Any suggestions regarding policies that need to be reviewed should be forwarded to his 
attention.  A list of policies will be compiled in August and made available for review and discussion in 
September.  Policies with minor revisions will be presented and included on the consent agenda at the end 
of the year.  Policies requiring further review would be completed by the end of the year.   

Discussion continued on the advertisement of meetings.  The Board agreed to strike the sentence in the 
Policy Committee Charter “Membership shall be limited to a maximum of four board members.” under 
Section II. Leadership & Membership.  It was further noted that the Board policies should be reviewed on 
an on-going basis.   

After discussion, upon motion duly made by Mr. Abramson and seconded by Dr. Foster, the Board 
approved the Council Rock Board of School Directors Policy Committee Charter, as amended, by a vote 
of 7 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain.  Note:  Mr. Byelich and Mrs. McKessy were not present.  

Approval of Churchville Elementary School PTO Donation 
It was noted that the Churchville Elementary School Parent Teacher Organization would like to purchase 
30 iPads and an iPad PowerSync Cart for use by students. 

Mrs. Thomas moved to approve the purchase of 30 iPads and an iPad PowerSync Cart at a total cost of 
$14,019.95, subject to audit.  The Churchville Elementary School Parent Teacher Organization will 
donate $14,000.00 of the purchase price.  Mr. Grupp seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the 
Board approved said motion by unanimous consent.  Note:  Mr. Byelich and Mrs. McKessy were not 
present.     

Solicitor’s Report – Rob Cox Esq. 
Mr. Cox advised that the Board met in executive session prior to this evening’s meeting on a particular 
student issue and a potential claim against the School District.  
 
Board Items 
• Old Business 
Board’s Calendar:  Mr. Block reported that he will work with each of the Committee Chairs in finalizing 
the Board’s calendar for next year.  Mr. Klein will identify major work and opportunities to move 
committee meetings.   
 
In reply to Dr. Foster’s inquiry, Mrs. Thomas noted that she will confirm the meetings with Dr. Barry J. 
Galosso and forward same to Mr. Klein for posting on the Board’s calendar.  It was noted that Dr. 
Galosso is assisting the Board in searching for a new superintendent.     
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Technology:   
• Mr. Grupp questioned whether a technology charter should be adopted.  Mr. Klein advised that he 

would draft a technology charter for Board consideration on January 8, 2015.   Mrs. Brooks noted that 
an item on technology is on the agenda for the Academics Standard Committee meeting in February 
and wondered whether technology, in general, should be included on the Board’s agenda. 

• Mr. Grupp advised that the Board meetings which are recorded on video on YouTube are being 
indexed to note when discussion starts on each agenda item. 

 
Mrs. Thomas thanked the Secretary, including Donna Heverly, for their work in recording the minutes. 
 
Child Protective Services Law:  Mrs. Sexton made mention of recent legislation requiring volunteers who 
have direct contact with children to obtain child abuse clearances.  Mr. Cox advised that volunteers who 
currently volunteer must obtain the required clearances i.e. background checks and child abuse clearances 
by July 1, 2015.  New volunteers must have clearances in place by January 1 2015.  The cost to obtain 
these clearances is $48 per person.  Ms. Trioli further advised that if a volunteer is in a school building 
one or more times per week, that would meet the threshold of regular and daily interaction with children.  
Her office has been working with PTO presidents, mothers, and others who meet that threshold so they 
can begin the process for asking for clearances.  The clearances are good for 3 years.  Mr. Cox anticipates 
that the PDE (Pennsylvania Department of Education) will clarify the rules governing background checks 
and clearances for volunteers.   
 
• New Business 
None 
 
Public Comment 
Nancy Carroll, Newtown, PA, made a correction to her earlier statement.  In 1986, kindergarten and 
grades 1-3 were offered at Goodnoe Elementary School.  In 1993, Mr. Murphy’s class was moved to 
Goodnoe.  In 1993/94, Goodnoe had a total of 44 sections with 72 teachers.  With regard to technology, 
it’s been a big problem in this District.  She wished the residents in Wrightstown the best of luck and 
assured them that their children will receive excellent education wherever they attend school.   
 
John Rasiej, Wrightstown, PA, noted that all taxpayers and residents of CRSD are the Board’s 
constituency, not just the parents. Doing things that cause parents grief does not mean that the Board is 
turning its back on its constituency.  To cite some statement that the Board will never close a school is a 
false statement.  The Board was aware in 2007 that enrollment was going to decline.  He encouraged the 
Board to frame the discussions about rightsizing the number of facilities and its relative impact on 
administrators and others.  In accordance with the Taxpayer Relief Act (Act 1) the Board can no longer 
raise taxes to fund everything.  The Board should require clear accounting for how the District’s tax 
dollars are spent.  Every dollar going to a school that is not necessary is money that could be used for 
programs and students.  
 
Mr. Block thanked Mr. Klein and all the staff for what they do and wished everyone Happy Holidays and 
a Happy New Year. 
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Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Kapua A. Rice 
Secretary to the Board of School Directors 
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